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The Infotheque conducted an internal survey in December 2022. Based on the results, the team
decided to create a user guide.

The goals are to:

- Provide an overview of the services offered by the Rjrafhics Collection and thabrary.

- Highlight its collaboration with th&ervicelntervention Files & Archives and the Centre for
the Study of Flemish Primitives.

- Serve as a manual for consulting both paper and digital documents.

1.1 History of the Service

The photographics collection and the library are a valuable resource for Belgium's heritage and the
identity of the Royal Institute for Cultural Heritage ( KIK-IRPA). It offers a growing collection of
books, periodicals, articles, digital documents, photographs, and its own publications. This
specialized collection is an essential tool for researchers in the fields of conservationrestoration,
laboratory research, and art history .

1.2 Timeline

The history of the Photographics Collection and the Library is closely linked to the origins of the
KIK-IRPA:
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Photo collection 1900

Creation of the Photographic Service of
the Royal Museums of Art and History
(RMAH)

1927

RMAH buys over 12,000 high-quality
negatives taken by the Germans of
Belgium's cultural heritage in 1917 and
1918

1940-
[of] i &R
mpaigns & Rescue 1945

« Operations to rescue the artistic heritage
by art historians, photographers and
artists

« Photographic campaigns of 165,000
photos, often the only traces of
monuments and works that disappeared
during the War

1949

Foundation of the Centre for Flemish
Primitives by Paul Coremans

 Moving | 1962

Moving to Avenue de la Renaissance in a
new building designed for KIK-IRPA

Photo archive 1986

Digitisation of photographic archives
begins

| Encoding 1995

Start of data encoding on computer

2013

Centralising all data on BALaT

2025

Migration from the old BALaT to the new,
more intuitive and user-friendly system

1920

Creation of the Belgian Documentation
Service

1934

Jean Capart, chief curator of the RMAH,
entrusts Paul Coremans with taking over the
Belgian Documentation Service and creating
a Physico-chemical research laboratory

1948

« The Documentation Service and the
Laboratory evolve into the Central
Ilconographic Archives of National Art and
the Central Laboratory of the Museums of
Belgium (ACL) -> photographic inventory +
scientific research and conservation-
restoration treatment

The institution becomes independent of the
RMAH

1957

Change of name: Royal Institute for Cultural
Heritage (KIK-IRPA), federal public institution

e
1984

Photographic repertory of the furniture in the
sanctuaries of Belgium by KIK-IRPA

1990 G0

Colour photos taken by the photographers

2000

Digital photography and digitisation of
collections

2023

Merger of the Photographics Collection with
the Library
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2 What can you find in the Reading Room?

The reading room regulations are displayed near the reception desk. Although primarily intended for
external readers, colleagues are also advised to read them. You will find information such as: opening
hours, access conditions and code of conduct, consulition procedures, photocopy and reproduction
fees, as well as measures and sanctions in case of violations.




2.1 Library

The collection grows through purchases, donations, exchanges with other national and international
scientific institutions, and proofs in exchange for the use of our visual materials. Services include
assisting researchers, responding to research queries in the reading room and remotely via email,
providing practical assistance, showcasing collections, etc.

OveX, 000 monographs and articles
1,500 periodical titl es
3,000 auctioes catal og

Paper and digital/online document s

2.1.1 Collection Profile

The |libraryéds collection profile corresponds to th
related to the disciplines of conservation-restoration, laboratory research, and art history. In recent

years, the library collection has expanded to include topics on preventive conservation and
sustainability.

2.1.2 Interlibrary Loan (ILL)

The Photographics Collection is connected to a network of libraries across Belgium. This means you
can reserve books, articles, or periodicals from partner libraries. Available references can be accessed
through the Antilope, Anet, VLACC catalogues, and especially Unicat, the collective catalogie of
Belgian university libraries, to which all partner libraries are affiliated.

Email to When the document
d ofgrig:r?tfigrdz?cat balat@kikirpa.be with has a(rived, send an Y]V;]segégﬁ ggﬁgmgét
or another Belgian e el il esee i return it to the
bibliographic title, author, year / Stz 17 Gz reception cabinet, top
i article: journal title, reception cabinet, top right

year, volume, pages) left
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2.2 Photographics Collection

Ovedd, 000 digitiz
480, 000 object descriptions
From 1880 to the

The collections consist of more than a million photos, with new digital images constantly being
added. These photographs come from purchases from private photographers and institutions, or
donations, but also from research projects, photographic missions, restoration treatments, or
artwork analyses by the KIK -IRPA.

The daily management of the Photographics collection involves cataloguing older collections (known
as retro-cataloguing) and cataloguing recent photographic materials, which exist only in digital
format.

2.2.1 Collection Profile

The rich photographic collection of the KIK-IRPA can be divided into four main categories:

- Belgian public collections
This collection results from campaigns conducted as part of the photographic inventory. It
includes museums, churches, abbeys, collections fromPublic social service centres, schools,
archaeological sites, and covers architectural heritage as well.

- Reportages ( documentary photographs)
Over the years, thePhotographics collection has expanded with many collections purchased
from photographers specializing in documentary photography. The subjects are diverse,
classified into twelve themes: professions, fauna, flora, folklore, astronomy, war s,
ceremonies, portraits, performances, sports, vehicles, and the royal family.

- Foreign public collections
This collection contains images of works by major artists (including many Flemish
Primitives) from museum s, churches, and gallery collections around the world.

- Private collections in Belgium and abroad
Private collections held by individuals, associations, and businesses sometimes contain
invaluable treasures for our country. Many owners have collaborated with the KIK -IRPA to
catalogue their artworks.
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2.2.2 Lending Service

We respond to questions and research requests on BALaT or access to the compactus (storage)
exclusively by email: balat@kikirpa.be. Three-quarters of the collection is accessible through our
online database, BALaT. Physical photographs can be consulted in the reading room.
An annual loan audit is conducted to ensure proper management of the Photographics Collection. In
practice, we verify that folders that haven't been returned for several months are still located in the
loaner's office.

2.3 Intervention Files

As a record of IRPA's scientific activities, the intervention files constitute a unique collection of
almost 20,000 files, covering the period from the late 1930s to the present day. This exceptional
collection traces the history of research into the conservation -restoration of Belgian heritage. It
contains a wealth of scientific documentation on the study, conservation and restoration of works of
art, historic monuments and archaeological objects.

These files include study and treatment reports, laboratory analyses and technical photographs (X-
rays, infrareds, etc.)

Files can be consulted by appointment, by emailing balat@kikirpa.be .

2.4 Institutional archives

IRPA's administrative archives, covering the period 1910-1965, have been the subject of a detailed
inventory accessible online on our website.

https://www.Kikirpa.be/en/information __ -centre/intervention -files-and-the-institutional -archive

The archives can be consulted by appointment. Please emaibalat@kikirpa.be .

You can look in our paper files or digitised in OCR on the computers in the reading room.
2.5 Centre for the Study of Flemish Primitives

The Centre holds an unrivaled collection of documents on Flemish Primitives, totaling around six
thousand paintings distributed among museums and private collections worldwide. The
documentary material is constantly updated and made available to researchers through the
specialized library, photographic archives, and the Friedléander database. Publications and
photographs on 15th-century Flemish masters can be consulted on BALaT via the "Online Sources"
tab. The Centre's documentation can also be viewed in tke reading room of the Photographics
Collection.
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3 How to find a document?

In this chapter, you will find an illustrated explanation of the recommended search method.

3.1 BALaT Online Catalog

TheKIK -IRPA's online catalog is called BALaT, which standsBefgian Art Links and Toold his
name references the 19thntury architect Alphonse Balat, who designed the Royal Greenhouses of
Laeken and the Royal Museums of Fine Arts on Rue de la Régence in Brussels.

With BALaT, you can search for photos through tRédtographics collectiori tab, and the

"Library " tab provides access to articles, periodicals, and books. If you only have the name of a
person or institution, you can use tliRebple & Institutions” tab. By clicking on Online

Resources' you can access a wealth of information on specific themes such as confiscated artworks,
baroque altarpiece€loser to Van Eyckand German photographs from 19191.8.

At the top of theKIK -IRPA website, you can click on the link to the BALaT online catalog.

Contact and Opening Hours BALaT Closer to Van Eyck 4 Friedlander Q NL FR EN

|FPA| Royal Institute for
</ Cultural Heritage

About us Research Services Knowledge sharing

KIK -IRPA is working on a new version of BALaT to make searching smoother and
more intuitive. Be sure to keep an eye on us!
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#* ALL DATABASES ®m PHOTO LIBRARY & LIBRARY & FEOPLE & INSTITUTIONS

Tabs

& Library | 20000 books and articles on our heritage

Number of Encoded Documents

Search tabs

Search by fields * ‘General search .
Types of media
l Wl 100 iatest scquisitions
® Al formats ) W Books O D Periodicals O 6@ Articles O @ Audio Visual
&l field horta ? .
- List of the last
Titl ? 100 books
I
e ) cataloged
Corporate author e
Publisher &
ISBN /ISSN ?
Production place =
Search year from to
Language Al O mne OFr OEN Ope
Subjest + Add 2
Subject: person ?
Sort on Sori by year descending W
Result 24 per page b
Search f orm
l Search ] l Mew search
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Results

@ show (max resulis) : 24 resulis by page (results: 5)

< Back to s=arch form

Serials / Periodicals / Journals

Sorting

D

Serial

D

Serial

) De Tex Textilis. Technizgch-wetenschappelijk maandblad voor de Benelux
textielindustrie = Mensuel scientifique et technigue de I'industrie textile du Bénélux

[ Textiliz. Technisch-wetenschappelijk tijdschrift voor de textielindustrie = Revue
technige et scientifique pour l'industrie textile

Books

) De la fabrique de soie artificielle & Fabelta : un siécle diindustrie textile & Tubize.
Publication «in extensox de I'album photographigque de l'usine de 1504

Book
B 2002
Delporte, Luc; Hendrickx, Jean-Pierre; Depauw, Claude; [et al ]
[ L" industrie textile 2 Gand au bas moyen age ou les résurrections successives d'une
Article activité réputée moribonde

Boone, Marc 1883

Articles

All formats W

Resulis: 24 W

Sort by year dest W

@ Refine results

@ Search year

0 Languags

@ Author

B Subject: person

0@ Subject

Target the information
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3.1.1 Books

% Back to results

- Book
N |

Result 3 /5

De la fabrique de soie artificielle & Fabelta : un siécle d'industrie textile a
Tubize. Publication «in extenso» de I'album photographique de l'usine de
1904

[= T
Author: Delporte, Luc | Hendrickx, Jean-Pierrs | Depauw, Claude | [atal]
Place of publication: Tubize
Fublisher: Musge de Iz Porte
FPublication year: 2002
Pagination: 24 p., pl. h-t.
lMustrations: ill.
Dimensions: 24 cm
Material type: livre
Language: FR
Series: Publications du Musée «de |2 Porles-Tubize. Sériz Archéologiz
Industrielie: 1
Subject
architecture industrielle J industrie textile J usine ] album de photos ]
Subject: personfinstitution
Fabelia-Tubize
* Copy number Shelfmark Site Loan category Loan status
& 058318 PO2aTo Salle de lecture normal available
IRPA
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3.1.2 Periodicals

¢ Back to results

|D Serial
LI NESEN

Result 2 /1 &

Textilis. Technisch-wetenschappelijk tijdschrift voor de textielindustrie =
Revue technige et scientifique pour l'industrie textile

Print

Place of publication: Gent . i
Publisher: Unitex Dlre(_:t link
Material type: fiidschrift Email
Language: NL. FR Information about the document
Subject
textielindustrie textielkunst industrie textile textile |
Keywords

Last received issue: Holding:
1855, 1; 19865 - 1872

Ontbr. - Manqg. : 1868, 3 ; 1872, 4

Fusionné avec - Gefusionnerd me Bmore. ..

Default shelfmark: REG108

Collection status

Shelf mark / Location code

19/36
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3.1.3 Articles
This search result does not display a location code. Click on the title of the journal/book in red in the

"Source" field.
< Back to results

el L' industrie textile & Gand au bas moyen dge ou les résurrections
successives d'une activité reputée moribonde

LERIEIEY oo

Result 4/ 5

Author: Boone, Marz

Source: La draperie ancienne des Pays-Bas @ débouches et stratégies de
survie (14 - 18e siécles) = Drapery production in the late medieval
Low Countries - markets and sirategies for survival (14th - 18th

Mustrations: 4 graphes, tab.
Material type: article
Language: FR

Subject

industrie textile ] bas Moyen Age ] histoire économigue

Place of production: Gent
Period: 1301 - 1800

K K 20/36




In this example, the source of this article refers to a book. However, it can also refer to a journal.

4 Back to results

il Book

La draperie ancienne des Pays-Bas : débouchés et stratégies de survie (14 -
16e siécles) = Drapery production in the late medieval Low Countries :
markets and strategies for survival (14th - 16th centuries).

Author:

Place of publication:

Publisher:
Publication year:
Pagination:
IMustrations:
Dimensions:
Material type:
Language:

Series:

ISEN:
Bibliographical notes:

Subject

histoire économigue

=d. Boone, Marc | ed. Preveniar, Waltar

Leuven
Appeldoom
Garant
1203

267 p.

1.

24 em

ivre
MUL
Siudies in Urban Social, Economic and Paolifical History of the

Medaival and Modern Low Countries
80-5350-238-4

Indiesx

Actes &dité 3 Foccasion du collogue organisée a - Aktes
vitgegeven ter gelegenheid het colloguium georganiseerd te: Gent.
23-04-19282

actes de congrés

Period: 12011 - 1600

* Copy number Site Loan category Loan status

& 041810 Salle de lecture norma available
IRPA
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3.1.4 Photographs

Tab
& ALL DATABASES & PHOTO LIBRARY & LIBRARY & PEOPLE & INSTITUTIONS

Photo library around 750 000 photo negatives show all aspects of Belgian art heritage

Precise result By keywords
Search by fislds * General search ™ Order Copyright @ FAQ
Flace | | T & Creator | | ?
Institution | | 2] B Rale of creator | | ?
Emplacement [ Address | | B Tithe f inscription | | B
Object number | |2 Explanations about the field | o |
Period from to
MNegative number | | B :
| | ” Style/School/Ethnic group | | B
Inventory number H
Iconography | | ?
Type of object | | B g
| | ” . lconography person | | &
Materizl b
| | ” . Christian iconography: | | &
Technigue —
=1 Maijority of the Place of praduction | | 2
Only with color photos - q
collection in s | | ?
black and white
[ Search I l Mew search ]

K K 22/36




Example:

Search by fields * General search Order Copyright 9 FAQ

Place | Gentdeslgemasntz] | = kg Creator
Institution | Sint-Baafskathedraal[Gent] | ? ER Rale of creator
Emplacement ! Address | | e Tithe { inscription

The number of results depends on the following fields:
i Title = 164 results
Creator = 140 results
Creator + Title = 26 results
Locality + Title = 27 results
Institution + Creator = 24 results
Locality + Institution + Creator + Title = 23 results

[ ech el an S e S et B e

| ‘fan Eyck, Jan

| lam gods

3
i

3
i

=3
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Results

@ show (max resuliz) - 24 results by page (results: 23)

Select all Clear selection i Create print version .
Sorting
= i 24w
unsorted v

@ Refine results

Institution place

1. Lam Gods: Adam 2. Lam Gods: Zingende engelen 3. Lam Gods: Tronende O.-L.-

Vrouw Institution

[ Van Eyck, Jan © /-
Gentjdeelgemeenis], Sint-
Baafzkathedraai[Gent]
altaarveeliuik

4, Lam gods: Almachtige God

) Van Eyck, Jan © /-
Gentfdeelgemesents], Sini-
Baafsksthedrasl{Gent]
altaarveeliuik

5. Lam Gods: Johannes de Doper

[7)Van Eyck, Jan @ /-
Genifdeelgemeente], Sini-
Baafskathedraal[Gent]
altaarveeliuik

6. Lam Gods: Musicerende

Main photo, with other photos in each item, sometimes with a reference

to a set

Type of object

Matenial

Technigue

Creator

Style/School/Ethnic group

leanography

Place of production
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Photography of  the object

Information about the object

¢ Back to resulis

Ohbject number:
Type of object:
Inventory number:
Institution place:
Institution:
Creator:

Material:

Technigue:

Style/School/Ethnic group:

Dimensions:

LEE N AN

Lam Gods: Tronende O.-L.-Vrouw

3

sltazrvesiluix

Saisies_058a
Genfidesigemesnts]
Sint-Baafskathadraal[Gent]
Van Eyck, Jan (schilder) &
Date: 1432 - 1432

Van Eyck, Hubert (schilder) &

eik, olisve

laamse primitisven
hoogte: 166.8 cm
breedte: T2.2 cm
difcfe: 2.2 cm

Result 2722

Intervention file:

109004394
201211503

Intervention file

Photographer: onbekend, KIK
Type of object: Ektachrome[object]
Date: 1925

Description:

Digital reference(s):

Dhanens, Hugo van der Goes, Antwerpen, 1888, p. 38-38

£ Closer to Van Eyck

£ Saisies — Inbeslagnames [2018)

=
ICC BY 4.0 KIK-IRPA, Brussels (Belgium), cliché
G002648]
Reference / Copyright

¥ Print preview image

Enlarge

% All photos for this object

Bl All linked objects for this object

Save
Copyright

Cocumentation: W Elskens, lvan, L' infroduction dez lsmes minces dans examen
des peintures - éfude spectrophofomsainique,

Permalink: hitps:fibalat.kikirpa.belobject’3

Ico nograp h Y

Christian iconography

Names
O.L Vrouw{zittend)]

Subject

Technical aspect of photography

Keywords by subject
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3.1.5 People & Institutions

# ALL DATABASES

- FEDP'E & Institutions  Mearly 200 000 arfists, craftsmen, researchers, museums, churches...

Search =

Mame

Where

Mumber of results per page

@ Help

Field

m FHOTO LIBRARY

l Search ” Mew search

& LIBRARY

Tab

& PEOPLE & INSTITUTIONS

Help
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3.2 Document classification

Documents are first classified by type (periodical, book, reference work, inventory, KIK-IRPA
publications, etc.), then by size and order of entry (for books and periodicals), or by geographic
location/series (for inventories, KIK-IRPA publications, and catalogs). The reference works in the
reading room are labeled with the call nhumber INF and consist of dictionaries, lexicons,
encyclopedias, guides, and manuals. They can be freely consulted, and we ask colleagues notlmaner
them but to use them on-site. A classification plan for reference works exists, and another covering

the entire collection is under development. These lists can be found near our thematic board.

Journals

P = small format

— M = middle format

G = big format

RBP = Belgian journal small
format

= RBG = Belgian journal big format

REP = Foreign journal small
format

= REG = Foreign journal big format

27/ 36



L
1)
S
L)
LL
| -
@)
Y
()
| —
firms )
c
O]
@)

Other publications

S
X
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INF = reference booksS (s INF.C.16.Frai

KIKKIK -IRPA.year =
publications of KIK -
IRPA

KIKKIK -
IRPA.Sci/9.2013

INV = inventories INV.1.BE.BRU

CM.BE.BRU.MRAH.
1962

CM = museum catalog S

CV = sales catalogs
become shelf mark S
book)

CV03/1998.12.04

RH.year = human

resources ARl

BlIBa = digital

publications BI1Ba202400120

[P ublications of KIK -
IRPA

SA9

CAT. AMSTERDAM

mm Museum catalogues 1911

Drawings s DESSIN 182012

Books

S |\ ART (d) 2017-C
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