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The Ghent Altarpiece by Hubert and Jan van Eyck has always attracted both admiration 
and curiosity. Following the treatment of the closed polyptych, we turned to the paintings 
of the lower register of the open altarpiece, which includes the famous Adoration of the 
Lamb. A major research and restoration campaign by the Royal Institute for Cultural 
Heritage (kik-irpa, Brussels) was carried out between 2016 and 2020.

The findings reflect those from the treatment of the closed altarpiece: large areas of the 
panels were covered with overpaints, the vast majority dating from the 16th century. Their 
removal allows the Van Eycks brothers’ paintings to be truly appreciated again.

The three years that the conservators spent working on the panels enabled them to  
examine the paintings down to the smallest detail. Interdisciplinary collaboration with 
laboratory scientists, art historians and experts in scientific imagery led to a series of 
discoveries – some anticipated in light of earlier research, others completely unexpected.

The authenticity of the quatrain stating that Hubert had begun the work, that his 
brother Jan completed it and that it was presented in 1432, has been  firmly established 
recently. New hypotheses are proposed here regarding the division of labour between the 
two Van Eyck brothers. The contribution of Hubert, who died in 1426, can finally be seen 
more clearly and turns out to be far from negligible. But the removal of overpaints has 
revealed non-Eyckian interventions too...
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Specialists in Scientific Imagery and Photography 
Christina Currie, Sophie De Potter, Katrien Van Acker, Catherine Fondaire, 

Stéphane Bazzo, Hervé Pigeolet

Making extensive use of the Closer to Van Eyck Website

Royal Institute for Cultural Heritage

Brussels 

2 002 1

Contributions to the Study of the Flemish Primitives
16



V

Contents

Foreword
Hilde De Clercq vii

Note to the Reader xi

Introduction 1

1. The Conservation-Restoration of the Interior Lower Register  
of the G HENT ALTARPIECE

 Hélène Dubois, Kathleen Froyen, Griet Steyaert, Marie Postec, Laure Mortiaux,  
Nathalie Laquière, Françoise Rosier, Bart Devolder, Cécile de Boulard 9

2. The Van Eycks’ Creative Process and the Different Stages in the Execution  
of the Interior Lower Register of the G HENT ALTARPIECE

 Marie Postec, Griet Steyaert
 With contributions by our colleagues, the researchers and specialists mentioned on the title page  33

3. The Challenges of a Complex Stratigraphy from a Chemical Point of View
 Jana Sanyova, Geert Van der Snickt, Francisco Mederos-Henry
 With contributions by Cécile Glaude, Frederik Vanmeert, Steven De Meyer, Stijn Legrand, Koen Janssens 1 1 1

4. One Painter or Several? A Stylistic Study
 Griet Steyaert, Marie Postec 149

Conclusion 173

Photography before and after Treatment 177

Bibliography 193

Project Participants 2 001

Photographic Acknowledgements 2 004

Abbreviations 2 005


